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Art Unit: 2684 

DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 1 and 7, the previous art of record teaches of a method for 

management of a communications module, and a detachable microcircuit for a terminal 
comprising means, including a microprocessor, to set up a man/machine interface in 
which the microcircuit and the terminal communicate by sending messages through a 
module-terminal connection between the module and the terminal. 

The previous art of record fails to teach where messages are sent from the 
microcircuit to the terminal, in the module, messages sent by the microcircuit are 
distributed between the module and the terminal to limit the communications on the 
module-terminal connection and to limit an activity, related to a processing of a 
message, of the microprocessor of the terminal. 

2. Claims 2-6 and 8 are dependent upon claims 1 and 7; therefore, the examiner 
gives the same reasons for allowance as set forth above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinonen (Heinonen et al.; US Patent No.: 5,887,266) in view of Kowalski (Kowalski et 
al.; 199,907). 

Regarding claim 9, Heinonen teaches of a communications device for a terminal 
comprising: (figure 1) a communications module (figure 1, item 6) including a processor 
(figure 3b, item "CPU"), a memory (figure 3b, items "EEPROM", "RAM" and "ROM") and 
a link that connects the module to the terminal (figure 1, item 14); and a detachable 
microcircuit detachably connected to the module and configured to enable the terminal 
to communicate with the telecommunications network via the communications module 
(column 59-67). 

Heinonen does not teach of an antenna for wirelessly communicating with a 
telecommunications network. 

In related art, concerning an electronic micro-module, Kowalski teaches of an 
antenna for wirelessly communicating with a telecommunications network (title and 
abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen's method for management of a 
communications module with Kowalski's antenna in order to provide reliable connection, 
as taught by Kowalski. 

Regarding claim 15, Heinonen teaches of a communications system comprising 
(figure 1): a terminal equipped with a processor and memory (column 1, lines 7-20); a 
communications module (figure 1, item 6) including a processor (figure 3b, item "CPU"), 
a memory that holds communication task instructions and SIM card instructions (figure 
3b, items "EEPROM", "RAM" and "ROM"), a modem and an antenna connected to the 
modem for wirelessly communicating with a cellular telecommunications network and a 
link that connects the module to the terminal (figure 1 , item 14); and a SIM connected to 
the module and configured to enable the terminal to communicate with the cellular 
telecommunications network to manage e-mail, navigate the Internet, or access a 
subscription service via the telecommunications network (column 59-67 and columns 11 
and 12, lines 64-67 and 1-4; where the multi-functional applications also include e-mail, 
navigate the Internet). 

Heinonen does not teach of an antenna for wirelessly communicating with a 
telecommunications network. 

In related art, concerning an electronic micro-module, Kowalski teaches of an 
antenna for wirelessly communicating with a telecommunications network (title and 
abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen's method for management of a 
communications module with Kowalski's antenna in order to provide reliable connection, 
as taught by Kowalski. 

5. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinonen in view of Kowalski as it applies to claim 15, and further in view of Bruner 
(Bruner et al.; US Patent No.: 6,141 ,564 A). 

Regarding claim 16, Heinonen in view of Kowalski teaches all the limitations of 
claim 15. 

Heinonen in view of Kowalski does not specifically teaches where the memory of 
the terminal holds a detachable microcircuit instruction set, and the memory of the 
communications module holds detachable microcircuit instructions codes. 

In related art, concerning a method of sharing a SIM card between two masters, 
Bruner teaches where the memory of the terminal holds a detachable microcircuit 
instruction set, and the memory of the communications module holds detachable 
microcircuit instructions codes (columns 1, 2, lines 60-67 and 1-17, respectively and 
column 4, lines 9-14). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen' in view of Kowalski method for management 
of a communications module with Bruner' s instruction sets in order to be able to initiate 
communications directed towards the SIM, as taught by Bruner. 
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Regarding claim 17, Heinonen in view of Kowalski and further in view of Bruner 
teaches all the limitations of claim 15. Heinonen further teaches where the detachable 
microcircuit comprises a processor and memory that holds processor instruction codes 
(figure 3b; where the it is inherent for SIM cards to hold instructions regarding the 
processor). 

Regarding claim 18, Heinonen in view of Kowalski and further in view of Bruner 
teaches all the limitations of claim 15. Heinonen further teaches where the detachable 
microcircuit comprises a SIM (column 4, lines 62-66). 

Regarding claim 19, Heinonen in view of Kowalski teaches all the limitations of 
claim 17. Heinonen further teaches where the SIM comprises a SIM toolkit card (column 
s 1 1 and 12, lines 64-67 and 1-4; where the information timetables, stock prices and 
exchange rates enhanced applications are enabled with a SIM toolkit). 
6. Claims 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinonen in view of Kowalski as it applies to claim 9, and further in view of Erekson 
(Erekson, Rich; US Patent No.: 6,622,018 B1). 

Regarding claimslO, Heinonen in view of Kowalski teaches all the limitations of 
claim 9. Heinonen further teaches where the detachable circuit comprises a SIM 
(column 4, lines 62-66). 

Heinonen in view of Kowalski does not teach where the terminal comprises a 
personal digital assistant, the communications module is connected by PCMCIA link to 
the terminal. 



Application/Control Number: 09/882,197 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2684 

In relate art, concerning a portable device control console with wireless 
connections, Erekson teaches where the terminal comprises a personal digital assistant 
(figure 3, column 5, lines 25-31 ), the communications module is connected by PCMCIA 
link to the terminal (columns 7 and 8, lines 64-67 and 1-3, respectively). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen in view of Kowalski apparatus with Erekson's 
PCMCIA standards in order to allow connectivity with external devices, as taught by 
Erekson. 

Regarding claim 12, Heinonen in view of Kowalski teaches all the limitations of 
claim 9. Heinonen further teaches where the link is a wireless link that connects the 
communications module to the terminal (figure 1, item 14; representing a wireless 
connection and column 1 , lines 38-45), and the detachable microcircuit comprises a 
SIM (column 4, lines 62-66). 

Heinonen in view of Kowalski does not teach where the terminal comprises a 
personal digital assistant, In relate art, concerning a portable device control console with 
wireless connections, Erekson teaches where the terminal comprises a personal digital 
assistant (figure 3, column 5, lines 25-31), the communications module is connected by 
PCMCIA link to the terminal (columns 7 and 8, lines 64-67 and 1-3, respectively). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen in view of Kowalski apparatus with Erekson's 
PCMCIA standards in order to allow connectivity with external devices, as taught by 
Erekson. 
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Regarding claim 13, Heinonen in view of Kowalski teaches all the limitations of 
claim 12. Erekson further teaches where the wireless link comprises a Bluetooth link 
(column 7Jines 10-16). 

Regarding claim 14, Heinonen in view of Kowalski and further in view of Erekson 
teaches all the limitations of claim 13. Heinonen further teaches where the SIM 
comprises a SIM toolkit card (column s 1 1 and 12, lines 64-67 and 1-4; where the 
information timetables, stock prices and exchange rates enhanced applications are 
enabled with a SIM toolkit). 

Regarding claim 20, Heinonen teaches of a communications system comprising 
(figure 1): an apparatus equipped with a processor and memory that holds a SIM 
message instructions (column 1, lines 7-20); a communications module (figure 1, item 
6) including a processor (figure 3b, item "CPU"), a memory that holds communication 
task instructions and SIM card instructions (figure 3b, items "EEPROM", "RAM" and 
"ROM"), a modem and an antenna connected to the modem for wirelessly 
communicating with a cellular telecommunications network and a link that connects the 
module to the terminal (figure 1, item 14); and a SIM connected to the module and 
configured to enable the terminal to communicate with the cellular telecommunications 
network to manage e-mail, navigate the Internet, or access a subscription service via 
the telecommunications network (column 59-67 and columns 11 and 12, lines 64-67 
and 1-4; where the multi-functional applications also include e-mail, navigate the 
Internet). 
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Heinonen does not teach of an antenna for wirelessly communicating with a 
telecommunications network. 

In related art, concerning an electronic micro-module, Kowalski teaches of an 
antenna for wirelessly communicating with a telecommunications network (title and 
abstract). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen's method for management of a 
communications module with Kowalski's antenna in order to provide reliable connection, 
as taught by Kowalski. 

Heinonen in view of Kawoski does not teach of a personal digital assistant and 
cellular network. 

In related art, concerning a portable device control console with wireless 
connections, Erekson teaches where the terminal comprises a personal digital assistant 
(figure 3, column 5, lines 25-31) and cellular network (columns 4 and 5; where cellular 
telephones connect to cellular networks). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Heinonen in view of Kowalski apparatus with Erekson's 
personal digital assistant in order to provide alternative apparatuses to the user, as 
taught by Erekson. 

Regarding claim 21, Heinonen in view of Kowalski and further in view of Erekson 
teaches all the limitations of claim 12. Heinonen teaches where the SIM comprises a 



Application/Control Number: 09/882,197 Page 
Art Unit: 2684 

SIM toolkit card that has an onboard processor, onboard memory storage that holds 
communication instructions and processor instructions (figure 3b). 
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Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

i 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angelica Perez whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7885. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either the PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
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for unpublished applications is available through the Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the pair system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). Information regarding Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system can be found at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the TC 2600's customer service number is 703-306- 
0377. Conclusion 
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